Our German brethren have long been known and justly appreciated as exhaustive workers of the mines of science; frequently, it is true, they have He has done good service to the profession by placing the whole subject of refraction and accommodation on a sound practical basis,
attending their labours) of being eminently practical.
In this school, and under its best master, the author of the work before us?Mr. Wells?has laboured long, assiduously, and intelligently, and has given in a condensed yet full measure the results of those studies.
Yet this most useful and practical little book is not a mere translation (nor, indeed, a " As the term infinite distance constantly recurs in these pages, it will he well to explain its signification at the onset. We consider an object to be at a finite distance as long as rays emanating from it fall in a divergent direction, upon the eye. Of course, rays from even a very distant object do really diverge, but this divergence (which naturally decreases in extent the further the image is removed) is already so slight when the object is placed at a distance of eighteen or twenty feet, that the rays from it impinge, to all intents and purposes, parallel upon the eye, and we therefore consider rays coming from an object further than eighteen feet as parallel, and as emanating from an object at an infinite distance. Rays coming from a nearer object are divergent in proportion to its proximity, and are considered as coming from a finite distance, (p. 2.) He then proceeds to define and divide accommodation into positive and negative?the former for near, the latter for distant objects, and to state that they depend on a different mechanism, chiefly on the external muscles of the eyeball, according to Yon Graefe, but also on the action of the ciliary muscle, according to Henle. "By hypermetropia is meant that peculiar condition of the eye in which the refractive power of the eye is too low, or the optic axis (the antero-posterior axis) too short. We may, however, also have both these causes coexisting. The effect of the too short axis, or of the too low refracting power of the eye, is that the focal point of the dioptric system is behind the retina, so that in a state of rest even the parallel rays are not brought to a focus on the retina, but behind it, and only convergent rays are united upon the latter." (p. 82.) " In the myopic eye, it will be remembered, 
